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THE COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK OF THE GREAT SEE OF 

THE CILICIAN CATHOLICOSATE 
(Summary) 

Father Varant Kortmosian 

Due to the Genocide perpetrated on the Armenians during WWI, the Great See of 
the Cilician Catholicosate was uprooted from Sis, its centuries-old seat in Cilicia. 
Between 1914 and 1919 the Catholicos was exiled to Aleppo, Idlib, and Jerusalem 
before it eventually returned to Sis during the armistice after the Ottoman Empire had 
lost the war. Yet, after the signing of the Franco-Turkish agreement in October 1921, 
once again the Catholicosate was forced to abandon its ancestral seat on November 25, 
1921, and once again it had to wander from one place to another until finally settling 
down in Antelias, Lebanon, in the premises of the Armenian orphanage run by the 
Near East Relief. 

The author describes how the Catholicosate had to start building a new network of 
communications in a totally new and different environment as only one (that of 
Aleppo) of its prelacies had survived the Genocide and forced uprooting. 

The author notes that the first mode of communication of the newly settled 
Catholicosate was the traditional mode of letters, which had existed from Biblical 
times. Gradually, however, the communications network included other techniques of 
communications, like encyclicals and as of the 1950s when new prelacies were 
established in the Diaspora (Greece, USA, Iran, etc.) the communications network 
started to grow and go beyond the borders of Syria-Lebanon. 

The author lists and describes a number of means of communication which the 
See of the Cilician Catholicosate currently uses. These include the official monthly 
Hask (published since 1932), encyclicals, participation in formal international religious 
events, organizing religious, spiritual conferences and other gatherings pertaining to 
Armenian issues, the Armenian Church Youth Association, the Catholicosate printing 
house, Sunday masses and other religious ceremonies whereby the parish and the 
church are in direct contact with each other, etc. The author notes that in addition to 
these diverse traditional modes of communication, the See of the Cilician 
Catholicosate has made good use of current technologies in establishing a website, an 
email-list whereby the Catholicosate disseminates information about the events and 
news and an on-line radio. 
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