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THE INITIATION OF AN ARMENIAN POLITICAL COMMUNITY IN EUROPE 
AND ITS PROSPECTS FOR DEVELOPMENT

(Summary) 
Hilda Tchoboyan 

hilda.tchoboian@gmail.com

The author, herself one of the founders of the movement that prompted to the 
organization and development of an Armenian European political community, narrates 
the story of the birth, motives, and achievements of this movement from 1985 to 2011. 

Tchoboyan notes that the basic motive of the movement was to campaign in the 
European states for the recognition of the Genocide perpetrated against the Armenians 
by Ottoman Turkey. It started with a small proposal addressed to the local Lyon 
chapter of the French Socialist Party to endorse a bill that called on the European 
Parliament to recognize the Armenian Genocide. The Lyon chapter adopted the 
resolution and recommended it to the party regional assembly convened in Lille, which 
likewise adopted it. 

Tchoboyan details how the campaign grew from local to regional to state level 
and eventually to the European Union. She notes that by establishing a 
communications network, only a handful of activists, were able to attract different 
Armenian individuals and groupings in Europe to a common cause, namely to 
counterbalance the weakness of the Armenian state in European venues with a strongly 
active Armenian community in Europe. Such an active community would bring to the 
limelight the interests of Armenians and promote these against the drive of the Turkish 
state. 

The author explains that due to the fact that Western Europe was in a state of 
transition and a sort of a union had started to take shape in the form of the European 
Union, which was to become a world political actor, the Armenians of Europe started 
to reshape themselves as a political community to put pressure on the EU and take into 
consideration the Armenian aspect of certain political developments.  

Tchoboyan notes that at the peak of their success some 360 Armenian European 
organizations joined in their efforts and they were supported by some 16,000 mail 
recipients. She also notes that the campaign faced certain setbacks when a number of 
undertakings had poor turn outs, others had little follow-up and were not capitalized 
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and properly developed, due to which the objectives they campaigned for were only 
partly fulfilled.  

The author concludes that the experience of the campaign has proved the 
importance of such a movement, while the means used proved that an activist group 
representing a tiny minority, strongly motivated and politically aware, could make 
inroads into pan-European political affairs pertaining to Armenian interests. 
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