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THE ARCHIVES OF THE ARMENIAN REVOLUTIONARY FEDERATION (ARF): 
WORK CONDUCTED AND PROSPECTS 

(Summary) 
Vatche Proodian 

vproodian@gmail.com

The author details how the ARF archives, based in Watertown Massachusetts 
were  started in the 1890s by Rostom, one of the founders of the Party, how they took 
shape, grew, and reached their current status. 

Proodian describes the rich content of the archives and narrates the efforts 
conducted to preserve the materials by sorting, listing and describing all the materials 
pertaining to the years up to 1924. The next step has been to microfilm these materials 
during the 1980s and 1990s. He notes, however, that currently microfilm is outdated 
and digitizing is the safest means of preservation. Information technology also enables 
the researcher to use search-engines in locating needed materials. Proodian stresses 
that policies of making archive materials accessible have been adopted; however, due 
to shortage of labor the process is moving slowly but steadily.  

The author, however, notes that, on the other hand, some important materials of 
the archive which date from before 1911, have been published in a series of books 
called Nuter Hay Heghapokhagan Tashnagtsutyan Badmutyan Hamar. Of these, so far 
9 volumes have been published. 
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